
8 SEEDS AND PLANTS IMPORTED.

c»enata). He has been ,vorking ,vith these for nlany years and has
R remarkable collection at bearing trees at his place in ~faryland.

The selections of the Chinese species are so resistant to the bark
disease as to make it sa fe to l'eeOllll1lend thenl for orchards, ,vhere
,vith careful ,,~atching they ought to be as ~afe investnlents as peaches
or pears or others of onr fruit trees. They are not large forest trees.
l"'he fate of that other Chinese chestnut (Oastanea he1rr1Ji, No. 45670),
whiell gro,ys to 31 he,jght. of 75 to 100 feet on the upper Yangtze
River as far ,·vest as ~Ionnt Onlei_ remains to be seen. If it should
prove resistant to the bark disease it lYtight in a lneasnre take the
place of our forest chestnut in certain localities. ~\lthough the bar
berry ~as been given a jolt through the association ,vhich its rust
(lisease has ,,,ith the rnst of ,,,heat, the,re a.re species that are per
fectly safe fronl attacks of rust and DIay be grcnyn freely as door
yard shrubs. I.Jet us hope that this is tlte case ,vitIl Dr. \"7"an Fleet's
cross (No. 45477) between BfJ'b(,Flji,,~ )('ilsonae, ,,~lIicll E. H. Wilson
found in China~ an'd B. aggJ1egata. The hybrids are very handsome
plants for borders~ having a spreading lo,v-grovfing habit, and are
hardy in :l\Ia r~vland.

"',.,..e are so accllstoDled to think of our o,vn cereal crops as always
having been the great food-producing plants of the ,,,"orld that it is
n surprise to find in }\Iexieo nnder C"ultivation to-day a relative of our
eomnlon pig,veed ,yhich in the tillies of l\lontezunla formed one of
the staple cpreal foods of the L\ztecs. The seeds of this anlaranth
(... 1nUlI'{/ilthl1s }J(l'nic1l1atlls, Xo. 4,55B,1)fillec118 granaries, each hold
ing 9/)00 bushels. in the time of the great ruler. It ,vas made into
cakes kno,vn as" alegrin ,- H11<1 'YHS ~o highly· ynlllec1 that it had a part
jn the religions ceremonies of that time. Our present interest in it
arises fron1 the fact that it 11as a most remarkably lo,v ,vater require
l1lent and consequently has distinct possibilities in our Southwest,
,yhere ,vater is precious. It IlH1Y be hoped that onr predilection for
other bnt no Illore palata ble grains ,viII not be so strong as to 111ake
it impossible to rnarket this ancient one of the ...\ztecs~ ,vhich Mrs.
Zelia ~uttall sends in frOln Mexico.

Lamb's-quarters (('henopod'iuln aZbU'1J1,) has been nsed in tIlis
country by many people, and those ,vho kno,Y it declare it is more
delicate than that introduced yegetable, spinach. yrhich is no,v the
fashion. The huauhtli of the Aztecs (C h,enopodiu'J)~ 'Il,uttalliae, No.
45536), ,yhicl1 ~frs. Nuttall sends in from ~fexico, is there used when
the seeds are "in the milk," and she considers it a most delicate
vegetable.

One of the most interesting of recently introduced vegetables is the
lnitsuba of {Japan (No. 45247), sent in by Mr. Barbour Lathrop as
one of the conlIDonest vegetables alliong the Japanese. Botanically
jt is Deringa (or (f)"yptotaenla) cana(len,sis, and curiously enough


